
Video Production Tips
Preplanning:

Think about these questions:
• Is it possible to turn your idea, investigation or concept into a short movie?
• What is the purpose of your movie?
• What point(s) or point of view are you trying to get across?
• Do you have the time and equipment to turn your idea into a movie?
• Have you selected a genre and style for your movie?
• Who is your intended audience and will they understand your production
Possible Genres 

· Comedy

· Adventure
· Drama
· Crime
· Horror

· Musical

· Thriller

· Historical

· Romance
· Science fiction
· Animation
· Documentary

Choose a Narrative Style for Your Story

· How will the story be told and from who’s point of view?

· Will it be first person or third person?

· What is the style of your story?

· Confrontational

· Adversarial

· Issue based

· Persuasive

· Analytical

· Reflective

· Fictional

· Factual

· Observational

Create your storyboard showing your PowerPoint and rough sketch of video ideas along with your script.
The Shoot

· Shot – single run of video

· Scene – group of shots

· Sequence – group of scenes

· Capture a variety of shots from different angles and zoom points.  Then choose the shots you want to include.

Helpful hint – set a time limit for students to work on the video recording.  A timer can be helpful to keep students on track. 

External microphones are good for recording conversations.
Boundary microphones are good for recording group debates or discussions.

Be careful not to film around ambient noise, such as the humming of the computer or an air conditioner. 
The Edit
Adding Transitions

· Transitions take the video from one scene to the next. Generally, we move from shot to shot in cuts. Straight-cut is by far the most widely used transition in movies or television shows. 
· Wipes (using a horizontal or vertical wipe line) are used to move from one scene to the next, where the second may be in a completely different place. 

· Dissolves are used to suggest time has passed. 
· Fades generally show a part of the story has ended or a new chapter is beginning. 
Using a variety of video effects such as wipes and dissolves can help generate a feeling of suspense.
Now use the Microsoft Producer Guide to begin combing your PowerPoint and video.
