Tangram 

    The tangram is a puzzle originated in China.  One documentation on tangram is recorded in a Chinese book dated 1813.  Known to the Chinese as the "wisdom puzzle", it has been a well-known puzzle to the western world since the 19th century.  Well-known people, such as Edgar Allan Poe, Napoleon, H.E.Dudeney, and Sam Loyd have all shown great interest in tangrams. 

    The tangram puzzle set is composed of seven pieces.  One of the piece is a square, another piece is a rhomboid, and the other five pieces are isosceles right triangles of various sizes.  Of these triangular pieces, two are small size triangles, one is a medium sized triangle and and two are large size  triangle.  The area of a large size triangle is twice the area of the medium size triangle.  The area of the medium size triangle is twice the area of an small size triangle. The area of the square is also twice the area of an small size triangle.  The area of the rhomboid is the same as that of the square.  All the angles in these pieces are either 45, 90 or 135 degrees.  Making a tangram set from a piece of square board is easy. 

    The instructions for playing tangrams are simple and very easy to understand.  The objective of the puzzle is to form a figure using the tangram pieces.  People find this seven-piece puzzle fascinating and delightful because there are a large variety of ways of putting these pieces together.  Using one's own creativity, various tangram figures may be formed.  In fact, thousands and thousands of designs have been created over the years by just rearranging these seven tangram pieces.  These designs not only include simple geometric shapes, but also shapes of different animals, such as birds, dogs, and cat.  The designs also include numerous other shapes of popular objects. 

  

Another document about the origin of the tangram appears on the next page.
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Retold by Sarah A, Keith

(018 upon a fime 2 poor glass maker was asked by the king to
wake a square window for his grand palace. The palace sat atop a very
steep, high mountain, making it difficult fo reach. When it came time to
deliver the vindow, the glass maker fook great care fo wrap the window
1o profect if, then began his long journeq up the mountain. As the glass
maker climbed higher and higher, he stumbled on a rock and fell, Alas,
the window broke info seven pieces! Try as e might, the glass maker
could not put the window back togethor. The glass maker was very
discouraged and wanted 1o give up. After frying again and again 1o fix

the vindow, somefhing wonderful happened, a vinged hores emerged
from the broken pieces! Magically, each time the glass mater

arranged the seven pieces, mﬂm beautiful creature sprang
forth! He decided to show the magical window to the king,

then continued his journey. The King was so ;knud

ith the magic. window that he asked the.

and bis family to live in his. mmm





